CPPC SDM Task team
August 5, 2009

In attendance: Lisa Bellows, Mid-West Iowa Therapy; Susan Pawloski, Lutheran Family Services; Crystal Jelken, AmeriCorps;  Jessica Keller, Promise Partners and Patricia Russmann, Promise Partners director.

Introductions/Announcements: We welcomed Lisa Bellows from Mid-West Iowa Therapy to our group. Lisa gave the group an overview of the “Community Cares” initiative, a voluntary program that takes referrals only from Child Protective Service workers. These referrals are for unfounded or low risk that are not referred to a DHS caseworker, and therefore have no court involvement. After an initial assessment, the program offers families involved with CPS information on community resources. The families receive services for about 4 months, and each Care Manager has between 25-30 cases. Mid Iowa Therapy is a for-profit organization, the Community Cares program, began in 2005 with a state-wide grant, contracted through the Department of Human Services and serves all 99 counties in Iowa.
Shared Decision Making: CPPC SDM groups can again apply for Community Based Child Abuse Prevention funding for the third year. The CBCAP funding currently funds the Families First Community Circles, the Circles of Support model offered through a partnership with HOPE-Net ministries. We discussed reapplying for funding for this project for next year, or for a different project, the group agreed we would apply again for the Circles of Support group.

Neighborhood Networking: The Promise Partners Community Networking Grant applications were released again on July 15th thanks to additional funding through the Iowa West Foundation. The group was encouraged to share the applications with organizations or agencies that would be interested. The grant review will take place on October 18th by the Pottawattamie Youth Council. The youth council will consist of many new members so it was suggested that members of the committee join the process. If you would like to participate, contact Jessica Keller.

Family Team Meetings: An upcoming Family Team Meeting training is being offered through the Department of Human Services. Part 1: September 10-11 and Part 2: September 17-18th. If you would like to attend, contact Sonja Cambridge at 712-328-5636 or scambri@dhs.state.ia.us. Individuals must attend both sessions. We continued our discussion on Community Based Family Team meetings for families involved with DHS and have decided that we will not offer to facilitate Family Team Meetings for those currently involved with DHS. This decision was made considering: duplication of services, confusion of families, and conflict with current DHS case (CBFTM plans might not align with DHS plans…). Lisa from Mid West Iowa therapy offered to provide referrals for CBFTM from her program. Due to the lack of certified Community-Based facilitators, it was suggested we may find funding for a part-time facilitator position.

CPPC: A new AmeriCorps CPPC coordinator will be hired and start in September to replace the current position held by Crystal Jelken. Please welcome the new member at our next meeting. The CPPC Immersion training will be held October 13-14 in Clive, Iowa, for anyone who would like to learn more about the CPPC approach. To register, contact Kelly Davydov at 515-244-2200.

We briefly reviewed and discussed the current CPPC goals, as the year-end report is due shortly, in an effort to determine if we are meeting or have met these goals. We have met most goals, we are still working on the goal of gaining parental/consumer input, and are currently planning to utilize a survey to administer to gain this input. Susan agreed to administer the survey during a parenting group at LFS. 

We will utilize the next CPPC meeting to determine the actual levels we are at regarding each CPPC strategy. Attached are the current goals and levels, as well as the Levels Document created to determine levels for each strategy. Please come prepared to discuss our current levels and future goals.

Next Meeting: September 9th at Promise Partners, 2:00 -Note: Date change, usual date will be the first Wednesday each month at 2:00

