CPPC Taskteam Meeting

Wednesday, April 1, 2009

2:00 at Promise Partners

Introductions and Announcements

In attendance: Bonnie Kerber, HOPE-Net ministries; Velma James, Catholic Charities; Crystal Jelken, AmeriCorps; Patricia Russmann, Promise Partners; Susan Palowski, Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska and Christy Hagen, Trailblazers.
Announcements: Bonnie was pleased to announce that HOPE-Net received a $1,000 grant from the Pottawattamie County Community Foundation; the money may be utilized to keep a full-time position for Bruce. Patricia made the unfortunate announcement that with the struggling economy, some budget cuts have been made that may cut back some funding for programs as well as other expenses, such as providing trainings and materials for community partners. As of now, we still plan on receiving the CPPC allocation to provide matching funds for the Neighborhood Networking grants. A final announcement came from Crystal reminding us that April is Child Abuse Prevention month and that handouts and brochures are available for parents.

CPPC Review
We reviewed the 2009 CPPC goals for suggestions and input. One suggestion as a way to meet our goal to engage parents/consumers in the SDM process was through small focus groups or survey’s to engage and provide input from this population. It was also recommended that we combine this first goal of engaging parents and consumers with the goal of developing a plan to gain direct input from former system-involved families and youth, Elevate was suggested as a possible group to start with. It was also discussed that Leslie Wade from DHS or another Elevate staff person might utilize information from the Iowa Youth Dream Team process with the Elevate group, which would also help us to meet that goal. Crystal will gather some information on the Iowa Youth Dream team and bring it to next month’s meeting. Other suggestions regarding final reporting included discussion of collaboration with other area Circles groups, like Glenwood and the state networking area’s as one effort to effectively start an effective program. We seem to be doing well with our other goals.
Circles Update
Bonnie gave a brief update and expressed some current concerns with the Families First Community Circle that she addressed at the state-wide Circles networking meeting on Monday, March 30. It was suggested that one presentation that may be useful for the group would be a “Boundary Setting” presentation to attend to some of these issues. The “Circles of Support Mini-Immersion” training will be held April 29 and 30th at First Church of the Nazarene, contact Crystal if you still need to register or need more information.
Family Team Meeting Update
Susan updated the group that the first CBFTM was completed and a follow-up can not be done until the client has completed treatment. Deb Kissel was able to co-facilitate this meeting as a step towards certification. The second referral has been a struggle for Susan and Deb, as there is current system involvement and other issues making this meeting challenging. Crystal announced that a third referral has been made, however has not been able to match the family with a Family Team meeting facilitator. The group made some possible suggestions, including a local facilitator from Boystown.

Neighborhood Networking grants
10 organizations were awarded for the first round of 2009 Neighborhood Networking grants. The applications will be released again in August. It has been suggested to lower the maximum amount back down to $2,000 to be discussed at with the Pottawattamie Youth Council.

Other

The next planning meeting for the 2nd annual Back to School Extravaganza will be held at Heartland Family Services at 2:00. The Prevent Child Abuse month activity will be rescheduled for early May and planning meeting dates will be decided soon.
