Promise Partners Coalition Meeting 8/16/08

In Attendance: Roger Williams, Randy Fontaine, Cinda Rachow, Carol Johnson, Mary Laustup, Brad Richardson, Buddi Brooks, Erika Kirchoff, Lynde Zaky, Sonja Cambridge, Lacy Duke, David Seilstad, Shelly Hovey, Karen Jones, Susan Roarty, Emily Mayberry, Gilda Bettis, Christy Hagen, Bruce Wallace, Meghan Malik, Molly Farrell, Lorelle Mueting, Pat and Jennifer Moore, Mary and Teresa Hoferen, Deb Weilage, Trish Geliu, Crystal Jelken, Jessica Keller, Patricia Russmann.
Introductions: We began the meeting with introductions and announcements. We were pleased to welcome our guests from the FAMILY program. Announcements came from Linda Zakey, who announced that Job Corps will have an open house on 10/24; from Megan Malik, who announced that the annual Lutheran Family Services “Wicker and Wine” event will be held on 11/6 and from Lorelle Mueting who announced that Partners for Meth Prevention will hold a celebration event on 9/30 from 11:30-1 to honor community partners and members for their efforts.
FAMILY: Erika Kirchoff then gave a presentation on the FAMILY program followed by testimonials from FAMILY participants. Erika began with an overview of the program. FAMILY is a support program that provides information, support and encouragement parents need to help their children develop optimally during the first three years of life. Recently the referral criteria changed the age group to pre-natal to 3 months. The program has offices in Council Bluffs and Avoca where Family Life Educators offer well baby visits, parent education, group meetings, maternal depression and other periodic screenings, baby massage, literacy groups and car seat safety checks. The program also provides families with other items and resources including 1-2 books a month and a car seat for every child.
Three different families then spoke of their own experiences with the FAMILY program, all expressed great satisfaction. The first mother who spoke has had her daughter in the program from the age of 2 months, and she is now starting kindergarten. She described the program and home visits as “invaluable”, the program provided the extra help and support she needed with a newborn. She had no local family members to help, so the program became like her own family. The second mother also was very passionate about the program because of her direct experience; she had adopted her child and never experienced a newborn. The family program taught her the necessary information she needed including how to holding and breastfeeding issues. She also described the workers as becoming like her own family. She stated that she thinks about where she is now compared to where she would have been without the program and is grateful. The last family reiterated the first two. They were especially grateful for the in-home visits, even including help with dinner and the one-on one interaction between the worker and child. This family also pointed out how the FAMILY program has led them to other community programs and resources.
The FAMILY program waiting list currently has 5 families with children under 3 months, 4 prenatal families, and approximately 20 families with children over the age of 3 months.

Resource Guide: The agenda had then called for input and feedback on the community resource guide developed by the AmeriCorps members at Promise Partners. Due to “technical” difficulties, we were unable to discuss. The guide is attached, and input and feedback can be e-mailed to Crystal at promisepartners@cef.svcoxmail.com
Patricia then discussed our Promise Partners coalition meetings, regarding input on how the meetings could be the most effective for all our partners/members. Suggestions that were made included providing nametags for members including their agency, engaging more youth and rural areas, having the meetings at a larger location such as the library, community hall, or the Senior Center and formatting the meetings more including monthly presentations, updates and task-teams with action plans.
Jessie then discussed the AmeriCorps position that will be opening for youth engagement/leadership targeting the rural communities.  The position is for a Youth Engagement Coordinator. The full time position requires a one year commitment. The AmeriCorps member will help ensure that children and youth have in their lives the five essential resources of caring adults, safe places and develop a healthy start, effective education and opportunities to help other individuals. Call Promise Partners for more information (712)256-9920.
The meeting closed with final updates and announcements. Patricia updated us on the joint planning meetings between Empowerment and Promise Partners boards. Both boards appear to support a merger, but wanted more time to discuss and meet formally separately. Empowerment will be making a decision at their 8/27 meeting. She also informed us of the Empowerment planning meetings on September 3rd at AEA13 Peterson Center form 10-5 and September 8th in Atlantic at the Community Center from 9:30-3:30 for early childhood system development as part of a state-wide effort.
Christy Hagen gave some updates. Trailblazers is excited for their upcoming Pumpkin Patch event in October funded through the Promise Partners Neighborhood Networking Grant. She also announced that Meth 360 Parent Support groups will begin November 1st and Meth 360 and presentations can now be made to organizations. Partners for Meth Prevention will meet 8/22/2008 at Children’s Square.

