Promise Partners
Meeting Minutes March 21, 2008
Children’s Square, Lemen Center
Attendance:  Patricia Russmann, Director, Promise Partners; Chris Sheldon, Promise Partners; Emily Mayberry, AEA-13; Jessica Simons, Promise Partners; Gilda Bettis, New Iowan Center; Deb Kissel, AEA-13;  Crystal Jelken, CPPC/Promise Partners; Mike Barker, Children’s Square; Carol Johnson, AEA 13; Molly Farrell, Camp Fire USA; Karen Goehring, Region 13 Partners; Nicole Begley, Camp Fire USA:  Mary Warren, IWCC – Workforce Development; Lori Hoch, CHSC; Deb Killion, Department of Human Services; Randy Fontaine, HarvestNet; Virgil Keller, United Way of the Midlands; Roger R. Williams, Pottawattamie County Supervisor; Lorelle Mueting, Heartland Family Services; Melvyn Houser, Pottawattamie County Supervisor.

Introductions/Announcements:  Meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Patricia Russmann, Director of Promise Partners.  We took a moment and went around the room and introduced ourselves and told what organization we were from.  Crystal Jelkin, Promise Partners/CPPC, invited everyone to attend the Family Health and Safety Fun Fair on April 26, 2008 from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm at the Broadway United Methodist Church.  Deb Kissel, AEA 13, reminded everyone about the Pottawattamie County Town Hall Meeting being in held at the Neola Community Center on April 3, 2008 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm.  The topic is underage drinking and a light dinner will be served along with a chance to win some giveaway items.  Lorelle Mueting, Heartland Family Services, told everyone about the May 1st event for Partners for Meth Prevention.  Every Thursday during the month of May there will be an event.  She will email the flyer to Patricia to email out to everyone.  She also updated us on the Meth 360 training.  This is a community based presentation that is co-delivered by law enforcement, prevention and treatment.  Randy Fontaine, HarvestNet, told us about the May 1st Mayor’s breakfast.  Tom Osborne will be the keynote speaker.  This is to help support the Mentoring program.  Deb Killion, Department of Human Services stated there would be a Community Day Training for Youth Aging Out of Foster Care at Iowa Western Community College on April 1 from 8:30 – 12:00.  Handouts were available.  Carol Johnson, AEA 13, updated members on the Got a Minute Campaign.  Karen Goehring, Region 13 Partners, informed us of a Benefit Liaison Training on April 8 and 9 at Heartland Family Services.  She will get more information to Patricia to be emailed to everyone.  Patricia Russmann, Promise Partners, stated there was new program information she had received from Lynde Zaky, Job Corps.  Handouts were available on the table.  
Empowerment Overview:  Patricia Russmann, Director of Promise Partners and Director of Pottawattamie Community Empowerment gave us a PowerPoint presentation on Empowerment.  (See Handout)
Discussion of Organization Structure:  Roger Williams, Pottawattamie County Supervisor, sits on both the Decat and Empowerment Boards.  He asked the question how Patricia does it all.  Is there a way to become more efficient and to improve Patricia’s time and energy?  Is there anyway to have one Community Plan and one Community Name?  We were divided into groups and discussed the following questions:  What further information or questions need to be answered?  What are your Best Hopes and Worse Fears for such a merger of the two boards?
All data was reviewed by each table and there was much discussion about the fears, questions, etc.  Patricia Russmann, Director, stated that the data will be compiled.  We discussed the possibility of having one meeting of both boards.  Lorelle Mueting, Heartland Family Services, stated that they would have a larger meeting room available if needed.

Meeting Adjourned - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am.  Next planning meetings are April 18 and May 16 at 9:00 AM Children’s Square.   Please mark your calendars.  
