Promise Partners Planning Committee Meeting
January 9, 2009

Attendees:  Adrienne Ehrens, David Seilstad, Nancy Schulze, Mary Laustrup, Emily Davis, Alex Keith, Kathy Hanafan, Elaine Mayberry, Sonja Cambridge, Jodi Finch Hall, Bruce Kuenning, Susan Roarty, Sheryl Lindau, Jessie Keller, Deb Kissel, Randy Fontaine, Virgil Keller, Crystal Jelken, Rhonda Hash, Patricia Russmann.
Introductions and Announcements:  Patricia Russmann opened the meeting with announcements and each person introduced themselves.    Patricia introduced Marsha Grandick, STARS Scholarship Program Coordinator. A contact sheet was sent around to be updated. 
STARS Scholarship Program:  The STARS Program was created to help non-traditional students who are also parents go back to school to receive an Associate’s Degree or license.  Marsha Grandick stated that the program is being marketed for those academically worthy not necessarily for those with low income.  It provides money to cover expenses not covered by financial aid or other programs.  The scholarship may be granted for a total of three years as long as the student remains full-time and is working on an Associate Degree or license.  The program includes a cohort support group.  It is very easy for older students to feel out of place.  The program has 100 scholarships available.  The recipients are selected by a committee following the Best Practices model.  Please refer to the handout for further information.
Families First Community Circle:  Creating community where everyone belongs.  A circle of support can help us to realize our potential and achieve our goals.  Bruce Kuenning announced the first dinner will be January 26, 2009 at Micah House.  They plan to start having a dinner once a month then will have two a month.  The focus of Families First Community Circle is to build relationships, support each other, provide social interaction and encourage one another and build informal support systems.  Following the meal there is a time for Needs, Wants and Offers – this gives the group a chance to talk and hear what each person may need, want or what someone may have to offer.  Bruce has contacted churches and civic groups and he would like to establish a connection with Boys & Girls Club once the new center opens.  Anyone interested in sponsoring a meal can contact Bruce Kuenning at 712-310-1978 or BKuenning@CBFirstNazarene.org.  There will be a planning meeting on January 15 at First Church of Nazarene, if anyone is interested in attending.  Meetings are held the 4th Monday of each month from 6:00 – 8:00 at the Micah House Lakin Campus.
Circles Training:  Learn the foundational practices and principals of community engagement and building relationships across socioeconomic and cultural lines and other differences in our experiences as community members to inclusively and collaboratively address complex community issues.  Training will be held on February 17 & 18, hosted by HOPE-Net Ministries and Promise Partners of Pottawattamie County.  Training and materials are free of charge, however a $20 fee to cover food is due at the time of registration.  If you have any questions contact Crystal Jelken at Promise Partners.
Community Network Grants:  The grant applications have been released.  Applicants may apply for amounts up to $3,000 to fund youth and family oriented projects to promote child well being and family stability by increasing informal support systems.  Applications are due March 9, 2009 and will be reviewed by the Pottawattamie County Youth Council.  
Other Info:  The 2008 Legislature enacted a new income tax check off for child abuse prevention.  Proceeds will go to support the Iowa Child Abuse Prevention program that helps 60,000 Iowa children each year.  When you file your tax return, you can donate a portion of your refund.  For more information the website is www.checkoffchildabuseiowa.org.

Pottawattamie Youth Council (P-YC):  The Pottawattamie Youth Council continues to meet monthly.  They will be assisting in the Community Network Grant process once again this year.  This includes distribution, selection, and recognition.  

The P-YC and Youth & Families, a subcommittee of the Human Services Advisory Council are seeking nominations of youth between the ages of 13-19 years in Pottawattamie County for monthly Spotlight on Youth Awards.  They are seeking young people that do not always get recognition for their efforts.  Nominees must meet one or more of the following criteria: good student or employee, polite & respectful, law abiding, positive role model, performs random acts of kindness, has overcome a hardship, and/or contributes to his/her community.  Recipients receive a certificate of recognition, award package, and are typically highlighted in the local paper.  For a nomination form contact Jessica Keller at Promise Partners or visit www.promisepartners.info.   

Ricochet Training:  Promise Partners is hosting a facilitator training of Ricochet: An Extreme Leadership Adventure on January 30 from 9:30-3.  Ricochet is an adventure-based curriculum aimed at middle school aged youth.  The cost is $50 for people working with youth in Pottawattamie County & $85 for those working in other counties.  Registration is being taken until January 26.  To register contact Jessica Keller at Promise Partners.  
Parent-Child Interactive Therapy Training (PCIT):  This training is a specific therapy approach designed to address disruptive behaviors in young children (ages 2-7).  As many of you are aware, in our area we are seeing more and more young children with challenging behaviors.  These children may be oppositional, inattentive, highly distractible, and aggressive.  In many cases, their parents lack the skills to effectively and appropriately engage with their children.  PCIT offers the opportunity to work closely with parents to build the parenting skills known to be most successful in addressing the child’s behavior.  PCIT training is expensive, costing $4,000 per person.  As a result, there are very few approved PCIT practitioners in Iowa.  Promise Partners is now accepting applications from interested master’s level mental health therapists to participate in PCIT training in Council Bluffs in May 2009.  For further information please see attached document from Patricia Russmann, Director at Promise Partners.

Other Updates:  
Community Indicators Review (continued):  There were groups for each Result and they evaluated and discussed each Indicator.  The feedback received from the groups will be added to the Additional Result Area Notes.
Ad hoc committee (Data Task Team) will be recruited to look at data and numbers from the Community Indicators Review.
Got A Minute – media campaign aimed at parents so they will talk about underage drinking.  Meet the first Tuesday of month at Micah House – Lakin Campus.

Community Family based meetings – This is a program for families heading into a crisis.  There are two approved facilitators in Council Bluffs.  We need more facilitators, if you are or know of anyone interested please contact Crystal Jelken at Promise Partners.

