Promise Partners
Meeting Minutes – 11/16/07
Children’s Square - Lemen Center

Attendance:  Patricia Russmann, Director, Promise Partners; Susan Roarty, Pottawattamie County Juvenile Court Services; Chris Sheldon, Promise Partners; Crystal Jelken, Promise Partners; Emily Mayberry, Promise Partners; Jessica Simons, Promise Partners; Laura Hansen, Child Health Spec Clinics; Lynde Zaky, Job Corps; Lorelle Mueting, Heartland Family Services; Carol Johnson, AEA 13; David Seilstad, ISU Extension/4H; Roger Williams, Pottawattamie County Supervisor;  Jody Rodgers, Children’s Square; Bruce Wallace, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church; Carmen DeCinque, AEA 13; Erika Kirchhoff, AEA 13 FAMILY; Keellia Thurber, Carter Lake Community Resource Center; Deb Kissel, AEA 13; Elaine Petersen, AEA 13; Virgil F. Keller, United Way; Kelly Towne, AEA 13 FAMILY; Christy Hagen, Trailblazers; Sheryl Lindau, Big Brothers Big Sisters; Mary Kramer, ISU Extension/4H; Cinda Rachow, AEA 13; Randy Fontaine, HarvestNet; Nicole Huryta, Campfire USA.
Introductions/Announcements:  Meeting was called to order at 9:00 am.  Members went around the table and introduced themselves to the group.  
First Night Overview:  Bruce Wallace, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, filled in for Inky Westfall, the Mayor’s secretary, who is chairing this event.  Bruce showed us an interview from CNN talking about the event in Canada, Australia and the United States.  It first started in 1976 in Boston.  There is no alcohol served except at the eating establishments that normally sell alcohol.  You can go to www.firstnight.com for more information.  It is held on December 31, and there will be music, mime, puppeteering, storytelling, face painting, etc.  Admission to the event is by buying a button.  They are $5 before the event and on December 31, they will be $8.  Our local website is www.councilbluffsfirstnight.com .  Children under 10 are free.  Imagine walking on Bubble Wrap that is paved from 5th – 6th Streets on Willow Ave.  There is an endless group of volunteers that are needed, so please volunteer.
America’s Promise 100 Best Celebration: Dave Seilstad, ISU Extension/4H, gave a wonderful PowerPoint presentation on the 100 Best Celebration in Washington DC, that he and four others took part in during the month of October.  He also passed out a sheet that has the Alliance Partners listed.  What a wonderful thing to be part of such a huge collaboration working together to ensure that America’s young people receive the five promises.
Community Report Card:  Patricia Russmann, Director of Promise Partners, passed around a Draft of the Result Indicators.  The Base Line is 1999.  The majority of the indicators are coming from the Iowa Youth Survey.  We want to look at two things.  The first is “what is the story behind the numbers?” or analysis.  The second is “what would we like to see happen?” or goals.  We broke up into six groups and each group was given a Result.  Each smaller group reported their analysis and goal to the entire group.  

Got a Minute Campaign:  Carol Johnson, AEA 13, explained that this is a Social Marketing Campaign directed to Parents.  Preteen and Teens is the age range that this campaign is directed towards.  The best thing about this campaign is that it has already been done by 10 counties in North Central Iowa.  The message was prepared by Glynnis Shea and the graphics by a professional graphics designer.  This is to be used for prevention and the message is research based.  There are three things that parents do to prevent risky behaviors – Ask Me, Eat with Me, and Talk to Me.  Carol asked for volunteers.  She needs to recruit a committee to help be responsible to implement the campaign.  A timeline needs to be developed and we need to conduct an evaluation.  Carol passed around a sign-up sheet and asked volunteers to check if they were available for a meeting on December 6 at 11:00 am or on December 7 at 2:00 pm.  Money from Carol’s Drug Free Communities Grant and Youth and Families will pay for this project.

Hands Project:  Nicole Huryta, Campfire USA, told us of a project that is going on at Roosevelt and Washington Elementary Schools.  The mission is to educate each person to live free of abuse – and the symbol of this is the purple hand with a red heart on the hand.  There is a pledge that each student says in the morning along with the pledge to the flag.  The pledge is very simple and states “I will not use my hands or my words to hurt others.”  It would be good to choose a semester or month to implement the project.  It targets all ages and usually starts with an assembly explaining the project.  The critical part would be the follow-up.  It must also fit into the safety plan of the school.  Please contact Nicole if you are interested in helping with this project.
Updates:  PC-YACC has 24 kids that have joined the youth council.  They have topics of violence, alcohol and drug abuse.  They have after school activities they want to plan.  This is a county-wide coalition.  They are still recruiting using peer to peer nominations.  They want to recognize the nontraditional good solid student.  They next meeting will be Sunday, December 9 from 3 – 5 pm at the Community Room at the Mall of the Bluffs.
Meeting Adjourned - The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am.  Next meeting is Friday, December 14, at 9:00 am.   Please mark your calendars.  Iowa West Foundation will have a presentation and the HS Advisory Council will also be invited.  Dr. Martha Bruckner will also be on the next agenda.  Mark your calendars for the January 18 meeting. 















