Promise Partners

Meeting Minutes – October 17, 2008
Children’s Square - Lemen Center

In Attendance: Patricia LaBounty, UP Museums; Orin Hodges, Santa’s Children; Roger R. Williams, Pottawattamie County Board of Supervisors; Christy Hagen, Trailblazers; Kelly Towne, FAMILY Program;  Jeanette Linnenburger, CCR&R; Deb Masters, CCR&R; Jessica Keller, Promise Partners; Emily Davis, AEA13; Lacy Dube, Boys Town; Gina Ruma, Boys Town; Deb Kissel, AEA13; Anne Matthai, DHS; Linda George (prev. Zaky), Job Corps; Virgil Keller, United Way; Susan Pawloski, Lutheran Family Services; Mary Warren, IWCC Workforce; Martha Bruckner, Council Bluffs Schools.
Introductions and Announcements: Lutheran Family Services will be holding the 4th annual Wicker and Wine event on November 6th to benefit the Building Families Boutique. Job Corps in Denison will be hosting an Open House October 24th from 9am-2pm.  
County Connection Website: David Bayer from the Pottawattamie County Geographic Information Systems Department (GIS) gave an overview of the www.CountyConnection.org website. GIS maps properties including the name and address of the property, the information is used in multiple departments. The County Connection website has been provided through GIS to map the community and human service need agencies and is intended for use by both agencies and consumers. The website provides agency information, location, map and bus routes. The website will be updated every two months and agencies may submit information, changes or additions on the website as well. These changes are encouraged as a way to maintain the website with the most up to date information.

It is the intent of CountyConnection.org to provide a “window” into all services in the county. The site has divided the services into 16 separate categories including Food Assistance, In Home Services, Child Care/Youth Programs and Domestic Violence. There are several ways to search on the website; a search can be done for either the address or agency name, or the type of service. A spreadsheet of all the services can also be downloaded and printed from the site. To get a more detailed overview of the site, there is a question mark icon that provides information on navigation. There is also a toolbar located at the bottom of the page including a survey and directions on how to provide a link to this site.

The Promise Partners coalition would like to help advertise this site to the community through individual efforts by agencies. Ideas to help include adding a link to the website from the existing agency or organizations website, printing the website in newsletters and on bulletin boards and by direct referrals. It was suggested to target schools and churches as well. Posters with tear-off could be available for advertisement as well.

40 Developmental Assets Discussion: Patricia Russmann gave a brief overview of the Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets. The research-based framework was adopted by America’s Promise and Promise Partners. Promise Partners would now like to take this framework to the next level and imbed these assets into the community as a system-level change. Research materials are available for all age groups 0 – 18.
Dr. Martha Bruckner, superintendent of Council Bluffs Schools informed the coalition of a conference she recently attended on the 40 Assets.  She learned that other areas are starting programs focusing specifically on these assets, such as the “Building Bright Futures” and “Healthy Community Healthy Families” program. Some school systems are also now making the 40 Assets a part of the schooling process.  For instance, some schools require that all students take a developmental survey to determine the number of assets met. Dr. Bruckner believes that our community can build the same type of programming that will help “push” the 40 Assets with the help of the Chamber, schools, media and other organizations through building a “common language” regarding the 40 Developmental Assets throughout the community.

Breakout groups were formed to discuss the 40 Assets further, concerning what is already being done and what the next steps should be.  Common themes that came from these breakout groups included:
· The 40 Developmental Assets are a good framework to gage where children and young people are.  It is research-based and is strengths focused.  

· It can be a good tool to speak a common language between agencies, schools, parents, businesses, etc.

· Many organizations are already doing work that relates to building the 40 Assets.  They may just call it by another name.

To move forward, we considered:

· The system is an excellent system to share basic assets that children and youth need.  It also can be used to help others find a way to tie into it.

· This is an excellent opportunity to join with the Council Bluffs schools if they are making this part of their process.  

· We can use the Search Institutes model to better learn how to involve others.  It will help us to show others how building child/youth assets and their community.

· We need to pull in the business community to become part of the plan.

· We need more than a framework and plan to move forward.  There’s currently not enough staff, resources, and tools available to be successful in moving this to the next level.  We need to consider increasing 1 – 2 FTE to spear-head that would have conversations in the community, give presentations, write articles for the paper, etc..  
· Eventually we would like to see this move outside of Council Bluffs schools to include Lewis Central and eventually the whole county.
Child Enrichment Opportunities: Patricia LaBounty from the UP Museums updated the group on different activities offered through the museums, including “All About Trains” and “The Meaning of Underwear”. The museums rely on donations and grand funding.  Due to recent legislation, students and schools not longer pay when attending for a school trip.  Any funding suggestions are welcomed to keep these much needed programs operating.

Updates: Patricia advised the group that the Empowerment and Promise Partners boards have now officially approved the board merger and that the next meeting will be held at the Micah House Lakin Campus on November 19th. The meetings are open to the public. 
Jessica Keller updated the group on the Pottawattamie Youth Council (P-YC).  Meetings will be held on the third Sunday of the month; the first will be held October 19. Approximately 20 young people are currently enrolled; applications will be taken into November.  The council will assist in the selection and distribution of Neighborhood Networking Grants, the Spotlight on Youth Award, and more.     
Crystal Jelken updated the group on the 2008 Neighborhood Networking Grants. The grants were awarded to 10 organizations to fund youth oriented projects. There were a total of 68 events held with a total of over 8,000 people attending and over 725 community volunteers. The grant applications for next year will be coming out in December. P-YC will once again be a part of the grant review process.  Anyone else who is interested in becoming involved with the grant process may contact Crystal Jelken at: promisepartners@cef.svcoxmail.com.
Deb Kissel announced that it was brought to the attention of Youth & Families, a sub-committee of the Human Services Advisory Council, that the number of juvenile offenders for child sexual abuse has rose in our county.  Many of these cases are happening when families cohabitate the same space and do not set clear boundaries.     

The next Promise Partners Alliance meeting is November 21st at the Micah House located at 1415 J Street on the new Lakin Campus.
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