Community Partnership for Protecting Children (CPPC)


Task Team Meeting
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February 28, 2011
Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

In Attendance:

· Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska
· Christy Hagen- Trailblazers

· Julie Oliver- Bridge Builders

· Joni Griffin- Bridge Builders

· Patricia Russmann- Promise Partners Alliance for Youth

· Jenni Smith- Promise Partners Alliance for Youth

· Jenna Oliver- Promise Partners Alliance for Youth/ AmeriCorps

Announcements:

· Susan Pawloski: Lutheran Family Services did not have funding to continue their family life specialist program. However, with carry over funding they are expanding their Child Parent Psychotherapy (CPP), 0-6 trauma programs.  The protective parent parenting class is open for referrals. They will have four part time therapists to help. Title 19 will be accepted; with any referrals please call into the boutique at 712-242-1040.

· Joni Griffin and Julie Oliver: Dream Team referrals are starting to come in. Social Workers are starting to show interest.  
· Christi Hagen:  Trailblazers is in the process of becoming their own 501©3. Parent link is going very well.  The 3rd Saturday in April Trailblazers will be hosting an Easter Extravaganza at Crossroads Christian Church.  

· Patricia Russmann:  The Requests for Proposals (RFP) for presenters for the Big Tent Conference is available online at www.BigTentConference.com. The deadline for submitting a proposal is April 17th, 2011.   

· There will be a National Drug Drop Off on April 30th, 2011 in Wal-Mart’s parking lot in Council Bluffs.  

Community Networking Initiative:

Jenna Oliver discussed that the Community Networking Grant Proposals are due on April 15th by midnight. If there are any questions, please contact Jenna at 712-256-9920, extension 3.
Family Team Meetings (FTM):

Jenni Smith briefly discussed that we are still taking referrals for Community Based Family Team Meetings. As of right now there are no referrals or meetings happening. If you have a referral or any questions, please feel free to contact Jenni Smith at jenniftm@gmail.com or by phone at 712-256-9920.
Suitcase Project:

Promise Partners is currently collaborating with the Department of Human Service in a suitcase drive for youth being placed in foster care.  We are being told that a large number of children are moving their personal items in trash bags currently.  Jenna has been in contact with Broadway Methodist Church and Girl Scouts, along with several other community groups.   Over 150 suitcases and overnight bags have been raised, as well as a donation to purchase additional bags in the future.  Some of the bags have been distributed at Children’s Square Shelter.  New or gently used suitcases and overnight bags are still being collected, contact Jenna Oliver if you have any.

Youth Court Questionnaire:

Omaha, Nebraska currently uses a Youth Court Questionnaire with young people that are involved in the court system through foster care.   Jenna Oliver discussed the idea of a Youth Court Questionnaire that would be used in our area as a means to give youth a voice in their court cases.  It would be presented to youth before they enter court and ask their opinion, even if they aren’t able to be present at court.  It was discussed who would give the youth the questionnaire; CASA workers were suggested.   
Check Off Child Abuse & Prevent Child Abuse Pottawattamie County:
This year there is a section on your tax return form to donate a portion of your refund to Prevent Child Abuse Iowa.  Jenna discussed that she had taken fliers to Jackson Hewitt and H&R block. We are not aware of how much has been donated at this time. Jenna will have an update at the next meeting.  
Meeting Adjourn
The next CPPC Task Team meeting will be held April 11th, 2011 at 1:30pm at Promise Partners. Please e-mail Jenna Oliver at jjeter@cbcsd.org with any items for the agenda.

