Promise Partners
Planning Committee Meeting

June 19, 2009

Attendees:  Sonja Cambridge-DHS, Gil Cerveny-Alegent, Emily Davis-AEA13, Nancy Drahota-Children’s Square USA, Justin Dougherty-Lutheran Family Services,  Catie Faust-PYC, Randy Fontaine-HarvestNet & Hope Net Ministries, Carol Johnson- AEA13, Kate Jobe-Children’s Square USA, Jessica Keller-Promise Partners, Virgil Keller-United Way, Erika Kirchhoff-Family, Deb Kissel-AEA13, Bruce Kuenning Hope Net, Sheryl Lindau-Big Brothers Big Sisters, Jeannette Linnenburger-CCR&R, Elaine Mayberry-CCR&R, Diane McKee-Catholic Charities, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Services, Lauren Petri-PYC, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Dave Smith-Trailblazers, Sarah Weides-Camp Fire USA, Debra Weilage-Family, Roger Williams-Pottawattamie County Board of Supervisors, Janice Wright-ISU Extension, Marla Yelovich-MCCA/IA West/CCR&R. 
Meeting called to order by Patricia Russmann at 9:04AM.  

Announcements:  Rogers Williams brought a suggestion box and greeters sign up sheet for future meetings and asked if you would like to be a greeter to please sign up.

Dave Smith left flyers for Trailblazers Parks Quest Adventures for kids this summer and asked if you knew of anyone interested in attending please give them the information.

Sonja Cambridge shared there is a DHS-Elevate Chapter kickoff at Bayliss Park from 3:30-5:30 today for anyone interested.

Promise Partners/New Website:  Patricia Russmann presented the new website with input from Jessica Keller.  The website was updated to be more appealing and user friendly.  Any events can be placed on the calendar by contacting Jessica Keller or Judy Showers.  

Pottawattamie Youth Council:  Jessica Keller and Lauren Petri gave an overview of the Council and a Fact Sheet to attendees.  There are 20 members that meet at the Mall of the Bluffs.  Most members are from Council Bluffs, but a few from Treynor, Underwood and Neola.  Applications will be accepted in the fall for new members.  The members did a service project at the Micah House in December.  The Council is trying to recognize a youth every month by placing an article in The Daily Nonpareil.  The age range for the group is between 12 and 19 years of age.
Small Group Work:  Updates  
Grievance Policy:  Presented by Justin Dougherty.  A rough draft of the policy has been prepared.  The group found that grievance policies don’t exist for coalition groups.  The draft will be presented to the Board at the August meeting.

Annual Retreat:  Presented by Elaine Mayberry.  The group visited Hitchcock and Creighton Parks and felt that Hitchcock is the better choice since the location is closer to Council Bluffs.  The group is looking at an October timeframe for the retreat.  An online survey of dates and topics will be posted.

Policy & Procedures Manual:  Presented by Emily Davis.  The group has compiled some rules, expectations and a voting policy.  Individuals that have been attending for 5 months can vote.  The group will compile this information and add it to the Promise Partners orientation packet.

New Member Orientation:  Jessie Keller compiled a Promise Partners packet.  This group also implemented the suggestion box and will have greeters at the door for the meetings.  Everyone thought the packet was very informative and a great tool to give to new members.

Other Business or Updates:  Deb Kissel stated the drop out rate in Council Bluffs has declined due to programs in the community to keep kids in school.  All graduates in Pottawattamie County received a car air freshener for graduating.

Patricia Russmann stated there will be an update on mini grants in September.  There is some office space available at Wallace Farm for anyone looking for space in East Pottawattamie County contact Patricia or Melvyn Houser for further information.  

Carol Johnson stated the Social Norms Project in Council Bluffs has also had an impact on the graduation rate and the drop out rate is declining.

Lutheran Family Services is looking for a part time Childcare worker for the summer months contact Susan Pawloski for further information.

Diane McKee stated that they are looking for a full time cemployee in the fall that is fluent in Spanish.
Promise Partners will be hiring a full time AmeriCorp employee.  Contact Patricia Russmann for further information.  

Next meeting is schedule for August 21st at 9:00 AM.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM.

Meeting notes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant
