Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

Planning Committee Meeting

September 16, 2011
Attendees:  Mallory Friberg-FAMILY, Inc., Amy Hoffmann-FAMILY, Inc., Jennifer Hosfield-CCR&R, Shelly Hovey-Pott. Co. Community Services, Deb Kissel-Green Hills AEA, Kimberly Kolakowski-Family Connections, Jordan Miller-FAMILY, Inc., Steve McPhillips-Kanesville, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Services, Mary-Beth Roskens-Pottawattamie County, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Emily Schroeder-FAMILY, Inc., Nancy Schulze-Heartland Family Service, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Jessica Simons-Promise Partners, Ryan Suhr-Lutheran Family Services, Kelly Towne-FAMILY, Inc., Michala Wilson-FAMILY, Inc.
Introductions & Announcements:  
The meeting was called to order by Patricia Russmann at 9:02 AM.
Kimberly Kolakowski shared Family Connections has partnered with the Mental Health & Substance Abuse Network in Pottawattamie County to provide healthy skills and anger management at Iowa Western for on campus residents.

Deb Kissel shared the Annual Prescription Drug Drop Off is scheduled for October 29th.  The tentative location is Walgreens on 25th & Broadway from 10:00AM-2:00PM.  Various agencies in Council Bluffs collaborate to make this event a success.
Nancy Schulze shared September is Recovery Month to recognize the benefits of treatment of substance abuse and mental disorders.  Bridging the River will be on September 29th as an event to recognize recovery at the Council Bluffs side of the pedestrian bridge.  Heartland is gearing up for their Adopt a Family Event in December.  Heartland received the integrity award from the Better Business Bureau an article was featured in the Daily Nonpareil.  Kerri Black one of Heartland’s therapists was named Clinical Supervisor of the Year by Addiction Magazine, she is traveling to San Diego, CA to accept the award.
Ryan Suhr shared Lutheran Family Service has one more Social Worker licensed in Iowa for the RSAFE program in Council Bluffs.

Susan Pawlowski shared Lutheran Family Services is holding their Wicker & Wine funding raising event at the Mid America Center on Thursday, October 27th from 5:00PM-7:30PM.

Amy Hoffmann shared FAMILY, Inc. is hosting a car seat check Saturday, September 24th from 9:00AM-12:00PM at Kohl’s in Council Bluffs.

Kelly Towne FAMILY, Inc. shared they are participating in the Read for a Record on October 6, 2011.  A world record of 2 million children reading the same book will be completed.  
Jessie Simons shared the Pottawattamie Youth Council is accepting applications for grants up to $2,000.00 for projects that support youth and families in our community.  Applications are due by midnight November, 1, 2011.  Applications are available on the Promise Partners website www.promisepartners.org.

Patricia sent a sign-up sheet around for greeters and door monitor for the Promise Partners planning meetings.
Patricia has scheduled a program landscape mapping webinar on September 20, 2011 at 2:00PM-3:30PM at the American Red Cross.  If you are interested in this steering committee please let Patricia know.

Save the date…October 19, 2011 scorecard training is scheduled, JaNay Queen from RBA will be facilitating this training.  Details with time and location will be emailed to you.

Year End Program Reports:

Heartland Family Service/School-Based Mental Health:

Nancy Schulze with Heartland Family Service shared the purpose of this program was to provide therapy services to Council Bluffs Community School District High Schools.  They serviced students of Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and Kanesville High Schools and their families.  38 students received therapy during the grant period and 92 % improved or made progress.  25 students received case management services, 12 were able to address a major barrier to meeting their basic needs or attending school.  90% of students who received therapy services had a successful discharge or were seen for an evaluation only.  11 students transitioned to our out-patient office to continue receiving services.  The schools want us to continue providing this service so we are seeking funding to continue the service.

Lutheran Family Services/Expanded Mental Health:

Ryan Suhr shared the purpose of this program was to train therapists in specialized therapy (RSafe program) for youth who displaying sexual behavior problems and victims of sexual abuse and their families. Four therapists have been trained in CPP (February and May training) and TF-CBT and applications for Iowa licensure for the therapists were completed.  Referrals are received from Child Health Specialty clinic, WIC, therapists in the community, DHS, Alegent and the Center for Healthy Families.

The first RSafe client was seen on June 22, 2011.

Family Connections/Anger Management Classes:

Kimberly Kolakowski shared the purpose of this program was to provide anger management classes to youth, teens and adults in Council Bluffs/Pottawattamie County.

Referrals for the classes have been received from Council Bluffs Community Schools, Juvenile Court, Department of Human Services and the community at large.  Board Members are requesting a breakdown of mandatory and volunteer individuals that attended the classes.  Classes last 6 weeks with a graduation ceremony upon completion and a 30 day follow up with individuals to check progress.  80% of class graduates demonstrated an increased skill level in anger management based on pre to post-test scores.  The greatest barrier was trying to connect with program participants for the 30 day follow up.

Pottawattamie County/County Connection Website:

Mary-Beth Roskins shared the purpose of this program was to provide awareness of CountyConnection, an on-line human service and health resource information to the residents of Pottawattamie County through a video contest for youth.

Information flyers about the website were distributed for individuals at this meeting to post.  Ten entries qualified for the contest, prizes were given for the top three entries.  The contest was featured in an article in the Nonpareil newspaper.  The video will be shown before movies at the AMC Theatres in Council Bluffs.  Flyers, pens and magnets were also distributed to High Schools in Pottawattamie County.  CountyConnection has noted a 36% increase of individuals visiting the website.  The Iowa West Foundation matched funds for this project also.

Meeting Adjourned:

The meeting was adjourned by Patricia Russmann at 10:42 AM.
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 21, 2011 from 9:00-11:00AM at the Micah House.

The next Governance Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 28, 2011
from1:00 to 3:00PM at the Micah House  

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant
