Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

Planning Committee Meeting

August 19, 2011
Attendees:  
Scott Belt-Pott. Cty. Board Supervisor, Randy Fontaine-HopeNet, Mallory Friberg-FAMILY, Inc., Joni Griffin-Bridge Builders, Kathy Hanafan-CBCSD, Amy Hoffmann-FAMILY, Inc., Jennifer Hosfield-CCR&R, Shelly Hovey-Pott. Co. Community Services, Karen Jones-Children’s Square, Deb Kissel-Green Hills AEA, Mary Kramer-ISU Extention, Bruce Kuenning-HopeNet, Sheryl Lindau-Big Brothers Big Sisters, Deb Martens-WCCA, Sandra McKinnon-ISU Extension, Jordan Miller-FAMILY, Inc., Debra Morrison-WCCA, Theresa Novak-Children’s Square, Jenna Oliver-Promise Partners, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Services, Carrie Powders-Green Hills AEA, Susan Roarty-Pott Cty JCS, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Emily Schroeder-FAMILY, Inc., Nancy Schulze-Heartland Family Service, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Jessica Simons-Promise Partners, Kelly Towne-FAMILY, Inc., Deb Weilage-FAMILY, Inc., Michala Wilson-FAMILY, Inc., Sarah Zach-FAMILY, Inc.,
Introductions & Announcements:  
The meeting was called to order by Patricia Russmann at 9:08 AM.
Jessie Simons shared that Promise Partners was awarded a Youth Development Grant through the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) to implement the Leadership & Resiliency Program (LRP) in area high schools. A new person will be hired to work  ¾ time.
Kathy Hanafan, Council Bluffs Schools Attendance Facilitator  shared that the schools had 37 fewer dropouts this past school year.

Karen Jones shared that Theresa Novak has been promoted to supervisor of the Child Welfare Emergency Services at Children’s Square.
Joni Griffin shared that the Elevate program has been renamed to AMP (Achieving Maximum Potential) and are partnering with Children’s Square USA.  The group is planning an Adventure Land trip and to participate in Reggie’s Sleep Out at Drake University to raise awareness about homelessness.
Community Networking Grant Update:
Jessie Simons shared that Community Networking Grant funding is now available to assist agencies and community groups (up to $2,000.00) for projects that create activities for youth & families to come together and build community support.  Applications are available on the Promise Partners’ website at www.promisepartners.org.  Applications are due by midnight November 1, 2011.  The proposals are reviewed by members of the Pottawattamie Youth Council.

Program Reports:
Countywide PreK Support:  
Patricia Russmann shared through Early Childhood Iowa funding and other sources that Pottawattamie County provides support to low income families to provide a consistent preschool program at all the school districts and the quality of the program is beyond state requirements.  
CCR&R - Quality Child Care:  
Deb Martens shared this program helps improve the quality of child care for children 0-5 years in Pottawattamie County through education and resources.  They assist centers, in home day care, head start programs and school districts to improve their QRS rating.  Walnut Community School District has reached a level 3, Riverside Community School District a level 4, AHST and Tri Center are in the process of securing a level 5.  They also provide centers with tools and funding to improve health and safety in the centers and emergency planning. This last funding period, they assisted 17 child development homes and 16 centers with funding to improve their programming.  Two home centers closed this past year due to the flooding in Pottawattamie County.  
Children’s Square USA – Chapter One Program:  
Karen Jones shared this program serves non-system kids between the ages of 12 and 17.  The staff person provides family mediation to help prevent runaways. Children’s Square provides shelter stays for a child if that is the families’ preference.  The families receive follow up from the staff person in 30 days to see how the family is doing and if they need further assistance.  The center has a help line that is answered 24 hours a day and will refer dependency and violence issues to other agencies for help.  

FAMILY Home Visitation:  
Sarah Zach shared FAMILY, Inc’s vision is that all children develop and grow to reach their full potential.  They utilize the Parents as Teachers program. 94% of families served are at 200% poverty level.  The Ages & Stages program is their screening tool.  Families are visited once a week when they first enter the program and as the family progresses visits are decreased.  FAMILY gets referrals from WIC, doctors’ offices, hospitals, friends & families.  FAMILY is in the credentialing process at this time.  

Other Business:

Patricia Russmann shared she is working on scheduling a webinar for scorecard training for new programs details to follow.
Meeting Adjourned:
The meeting was adjourned by Patricia Russmann at 10:28 AM.
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 16, 2011 from 9:00-11:00AM at the Micah House.

The next Governance Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 31, 2011
from1:00 to 3:00PM at the Micah House  

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant
