Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

Planning Committee Meeting

February 18, 2011
Attendees:  Emily Davis-Green Hills AEA, Nancy Drahota-Children’s Square, Randy Fontaine-HopeNet, Mallory Friberg-FAMILY, Inc., Amy Hoffman-FAMILY, Inc., Ejay Jack-Planned Parenthood, Kate Jobe-Children’s Square, Carol Johnson-Green Hills AEA, Colleen Jones-FAMILY, Inc., Deb Kissel-Greens Hills AEA, Bruce Kuenning-HopeNet, Sheryl Lindau-Big Brothers Big Sisters, Sandra McKinnon-ISU Extension, Beth Morrissette-MH/SA Network, Jenna Oliver-Promise Partners, Theresa Patil-Kanesville, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Service, Susan Roarty-JCS, Kathy Hanafan-CBCSD, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Jessica Simons-Promise Partners, Dave Smith-Trailblazers, Jean Stephens-HopeNet, Kelly Towne-FAMILY, Inc., Kris Wood-Pott. County WIC, Sarah Zach-FAMILY, Inc.
Introductions & Announcements:  The meeting was called to order by Patricia Russmann at 9:04 AM.  Jessie Simons orchestrated an ice breaker.
Jean Stephens:  HopeNet is holding the annual Women of Worth fashion show April 1, 2011 at First Christian Church.

Beth Morrissette:  The Mental Health & Substance Abuse Network now has a facebook page.  

Sheryl Lindau:  Big Brothers Big Sisters is in need of Big Sisters to mentor girls ages 7-14.

Jenna Oliver:  Promise Partners has funds available for Community Networking Grants.  Proposals are due March 15, 2011.  If would like an application let Jenna know by emailing her a jjeter@cbcsd.org or by calling 712.256.9920.  She distributed information on how to designate some of your income tax refund to Prevent Child Abuse.  She is also looking for new/gently used suitcases for children in foster care.
Bruce Kuenning:  HopeNet is holding their Circles of Support meeting on February 28, 2011 at 7th & Broadway (Old Salvation Army Building) and March 8, 2011 at Salem United Methodist Outreach Center at 10 Huron, Lake Manawa.

Randy Fontaine:  HopeNet is looking for individuals that would like to participate in the Women of Worth Fashion Show.  “Models” receive a makeover and keep the clothing.   HopeNet is also in the process of developing a job training program.
Kris Wood:  Pottawattamie County WIC program now has a facebook page that includes location, guidelines, basic information and nutrition information.
Dave Smith:  Trailblazers is hosting a Parenting with Purpose series that meets the 1st and 3rd Saturdays through April.  Transportation is provided and this Saturday the topic is dental hygiene.  

Susan Pawloski:  Lutheran Family Service wanted to thank this group for the grant they were awarded to expand their maternal health services and implement the RSAFE program.

Sandra McKinnon:  ISU Extension has flyers for an online course…Nurturing Family Strengths.
Deb Kissel:  Green Hills AEA is looking for volunteers to help with the prescription drug drop off in April.  There is a homeless youth task force meeting March 1, 2011 at 3:30PM at the Micah House.  They will be conducting a youth count of homeless or near homeless youth in April.

Ejay Jack:  Introduced himself as Planned Parenthood’s new educator and is available to help families in the metro area with education needs around healthy relationships.
Sarah Zach:  FAMILY, Inc. would like to thank the group for the CCNC grant they received.  The nurse consultant is already working with modules.  On March 21st a new infant mental health specialist coming on board.  

Kelly Towne:  FAMILY, Inc. has 14 families enrolled in cooking with family classes. They also have family groups meeting on Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings.  The Dr. Suess Birthday Party is March 3rd from 4:30PM-6:30PM and the ISD campus and they are asking for volunteers to read.
Jeanette Linnenburger:  CCR&R is busy recalibrating the Quality Rating System.

Project Updates:
Youth Surveying Initiative- Promise Partners has been assisting in an initiative of the Iowa West Foundation to complete a comprehensive survey of Pottawattamie County’s youth attitudes, opinions, and needs.  Close to 2400 young people from Pottawattamie County have been surveyed and five focus groups with young people. A group of youth has been involved in the surveying efforts; they refer to themselves as the Street Team.  
Council Bluffs Asset Champions Network-  The group has a Facebook page where they post information about upcoming meetings, community resources, and helpful information.

Big Tent Conference: The Big Tent Conference through the Search Institute in scheduled November 3-5 in Omaha, Nebraska.  Jessie Simons, Carol Johnson and Patricia Russmann attended the 2010 conference held in Houston this past November and were impressed with the conference content.
Approved Proposals: All 5 proposals that were recommended by the planning committee were approved by the Governance Board at the January meeting.  Following is a list of the grantees:

· FAMILY, Inc/Child Care Nurse Consultant

· Lutheran Family Service/Expand Mental Health Therapies

· Heartland Family Services/Therapy Services to Council Bluffs Community School District High Schools

· Family Connections/Youth and Adolescence Anger Management Classes

· Pottawattamie County Community Services/Marketing Countyconnection.org

Lemonade Day:

Jessie Bowman/AmeriCorps Vista member shared the following:
Lemonade Day was founded by Michael Holthouse in 2007 and was launched through his organization Prepared 4 Life in Houston, TX.  The event is held on May 1st.  This project targets elementary and middle school children to experience entrepreneurship.  The children build a business plan and run a lemonade stand.  They are also asked to donate some of there profits back to the community.  

The website is www.lemonadeday.org for further information.  

Jessie Bowman’s contact information is:

Office phone:  402-457-7148

Cell phone:  727-743-3720

Email:  jessie.bowman@ci.omaha.ne.us 
This coalition was split into small groups to do some brainstorming on how to build on the following areas for this project:  Advisory, Marketing/Outreach, Finance, Volunteers & Evaluation.  Jessie took the information that was compiled from the small groups with her.
Patricia shared at the next meeting we will discuss planning for the next fiscal year and work on scorecards.
Meeting Adjourned:
The meeting was adjourned by Patricia Russmann at 11:00 AM.
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 18, 2011 from 9:00-11:00AM at the Micah House.

The next Governance Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 23, 2011
from1:00 to 3:00PM at the Micah House  

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant
