Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

Planning Committee Meeting

January 21, 2011
Attendees:  Michelle Badalucco-CLCRC, Scott Belt-Pott. County Board of Supervisor, Serita Hammel-Iowa Kids Net, Amy Hoffman-FAMILY, Inc., Shelly Hovey-Pott. County Community Services, Kate Jobe-Children’s Square, Colleen Jones-FAMILY, Inc., Deb Kissel-Greens Hills AEA, Kim Kolakowski-Family Connections, Jeanette Linnenburger-CCR&R, Diane McKee-Catholic Charities, Sandra McKinnon-ISU Extension, Carla O’Donnell-Rizzo-Camp Fire USA, Jenna Oliver-Promise Partners, Mary O’Neill-Heartland Family Service, Melissa Patten-FAMILY, Inc., Theresa Patil, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Service, Denise Pecha-Lutheran Family Service, Susan Roarty-JCS, Kathy Hanafan-CBCSD, Mary-Beth Roskens-Pottawattamie County, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Emily Schroder-FAMILY, Inc., Nancy Schulze-Heartland Family Service, David Seilstad-ISU Extension, Holly Senrick-Southwest 8, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Jessica Simons-Promise Partners, Kelly Towne-FAMILY, Inc., Deb Weilage-FAMILY, Inc., Ryan Willer-Neighborhood Center, Kris Wood-Pott. County WIC, Janice Wright-FAMILY, Inc., Sarah Zach-FAMILY, Inc.
Introductions & Announcements:  The meeting was called to order by Patricia Russmann at 9:02 AM.  Jessie Simons orchestrated an ice breaker and networking activity.  
Proposals Early Childhood and Decategorized Child Welfare carry forward funds:  A total of five applications were received by Promise Partners.  Proposals were reviewed by a sub-committee that consisted of a board member, community member with expertise in the project area and no conflict of interest, and someone removed from the community. 

Applicants were asked to present their abstract to the Planning Committee.  Members rated their recommendation of the proposal and gave questions/concerns via anonymous paper suggestions.  The Governance Board will give their final approval/disapproval of the proposals in the January 26, 2011 meeting.

Child Care Nurse Consultant presented by Sarah Zach, FAMILY, Inc.  The purpose of this project is to develop a new Child Care Nurse Consultant to serve child care providers in Pottawattamie County in order to improve the health and safety of children enrolled in early care and educations settings by providing health and safety consultation, technical assistance and training to Iowa child care providers.  This individual will take a 9 week training course.   This is a half time position and FAMILY, Inc. already has the individual on staff.  
Anger Management Classes presented by Kimberly Kolakowski, Family Connections, Inc.  The purpose of this project is to teach individuals effective and appropriate anger management techniques, promote the development and integration of individual assets, involve the community in a supportive nature and guide participants toward building a better life.  Family Connections has been providing in home and mental health services for 10 years.  These classes will be in group settings divided by the following age groups 10-14, 15-19 and 20-21and covers skills to manage your own anger and others anger.  This organization will work with the schools, DHS and JCS for referrals to the program.  In 30 days they will follow up with kids that have graduated from the class to see how they are managing.  
Expanded Mental Health Therapies/Programs presented by Denise Pecha, Lutheran Family Services.  The purpose of the project is to increase Child-Parent Psychotherapy for children 6 and younger and Parent-Child Interaction services for children 7 and younger, provide Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavior Therapy for youth 5 to 21 and provide RSAFE (Reparation and Safety) programming at the Pottawattamie County Center for Healthy Families.  These funds will sustain 4 part time therapists and will be focused on evidence based programs.
CountyConnection.org Marketing presented by Mary-Beth Roskens, Pottawattamie County Services.  The purpose of this organization to provide current, on-line human service and health resource information to the residents of Pottawattamie County and through this project increase public awareness and use of the website.  This website was created in 2007.  The funds requested from Promise Partners is the last piece needed to complete this project since Iowa West Foundation has already funded part of it.  
Therapy Services in Council Bluffs Schools presented by Mary O’Neill Heartland Family Service.  The purpose of project is to provide students and families therapy and case management services so they can become successful students by addressing issues detrimental to school completion.  This organization has been offering services in Council Bluffs for over 30 years and feels that this is a real need in the community.  
Hunger Free Heartland
Sue Arment shared that the ConAgra Foods Foundation started this initiative in December 2009.  It has grown to include representation from more than 50 businesses, charitable and community organizations, including education, health care and social service groups and government representatives with a common goal of ending childhood hunger in the metropolitan area.

The first year priority is that by 2011 every child will have breakfast every day.  To gain community involvement they are sponsoring Breakfast Matters on Friday, March 18, 2011 at the Kroc Center, 2825 Y Street in Omaha, NE. For more information visit www.hungerfreeheartland.org or call Carmen at 402-578-4028.  
They are also sponsoring a video contest for children 7th to 12th grade.  Children can enter this competition by submitting a YouTube video telling how hunger has personally affected them, their friends or neighbors.  Prizes will be given
Iowa KidsNet
Serita Hammel shared that Iowa KidsNet is a statewide collaboration of agencies that provide services to address the urgent need for foster and adoptive families.  They partner with various agencies, the Department of Human Services, Juvenile Court Services and our families to achieve the best possible outcomes for children.  If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a foster parent, please contact Serita at 712-242-7155 or via email at shammel@iowakidsnet.com.
Jenna Oliver shared that Elevate is a youth-driven program that helps connect foster care children.  If you would like further information feel free to contact Jenna at 712-256-9920 or via email at jjeter@cbcsd.org.

Meeting Adjourned:
The meeting was adjourned by Patricia Russmann at 11:15 AM.
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 18, 2011 from 9:00-11:00AM at the Micah House.

The next Governance Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 26, 2011
from1:00 to 3:00PM at the Micah House  

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant
