Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

Planning Committee Meeting

March 19, 2010

Attendees:  Michelle Badalucco- CLCRC, Mike Barker- Children’s Square, Silina Branson-AEA13, Sonja Cambridge-DHS, Mallory Cox-FAMILY, Emily Davis-AEA13, Nancy Drahota-Children’s Square, Randy Fontaine-HopeNet Ministries, Sheryl Gehrls-CFCI Omaha, Christy Hagen-Trailblazers, Kathy Hanafan-CBCSD, Orien Hodges- Santa’s Children, Carol Horner-Synchronicity, Shelly Hovey-Pott County, Kate Jobe-Children’s Square, Colleen Jones-AEA13, Jessica Simons Keller-Promise Partners, Deb Kissel-AEA13, Mary Kramer-ISU Extension, Bruce Kuenning-HopeNet, Sheryl Lindau-Big Brothers Big Sisters, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Service, Steve Pistillo-Promise Partners, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Jill Sebern-Head Start, Jeremy Settle-CLLRC, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Dave Smith-Trailblazers, Kelly Towne-AEA13, Mary Ward-ISU Extension, Sarah Weides-Camp Fire, Roger Williams-Pott County Board of Supervisor, Kris Wood-Pott County WIC, Janice Wright-FAMILY
Introductions & Announcements:  The meeting was called to order by Patricia Russmann, Director of Promise Partners at 9:05 AM.  
· West Central Community Action is recruiting for Headstart. 
· Deb Kissel distributed flyers for the Pottawattamie County Operation Medicine Cabinet, April 17th from 9:00am-12:00pm at Hy-Vee on North 16th Street in Council Bluffs.  Anyone can drop off expired or unused prescriptions and over-the-counter medications; no questions asked.
· Iowa State University Extension is sponsoring a dinner and silent auction fundraiser for sexual abuse awareness on October 9, 2010.
· Orien Hodges-Santa’s Children is looking for volunteers for their Garden Program.  They will be planting and harvesting 5 acres this year.  
· Dave Smith-Trailblazers praised the Pottawattamie County Operation Medicine Cabinet project.  At Sarpy County’s 2009 Operation Medicine Cabinet, individuals dropped off approximately 600 pounds of medication.   
· Steve Pistillo-Promise Partners shared that Prevent Child Abuse Pottawattamie County is sponsoring a Family Healthy & Safety Fund Fair on April 24th from 12:00pm-2:00pm.  
· Christy Hagen shared that the Phoenix House will be sponsoring a child sexual abuse program-more information will be sent out via email. 
· May 6, 2010 is the Meth Prevention Program kick off that will be held at the Salvation Army.
· Bonnie Kerber wanted to remind everyone of the Fashion show/fundraiser at First Christian Church on April 9, 2010 from 7:00pm-9:00pm.
Promise Partners Administrative Updates:  The Legislature has changed the Empowerment title to Early Childhood Iowa.  They are also looking at performance measures and reporting requirements.  Each Empowerment area has unique performance measures, therefore understanding the data is difficult at the state level.  The Legislature wants consistency in performance measures.  Our area is doing well with performance measures and fiscal accountability.  There was also some discussion about moving Empowerment areas under the Department of Education, but it will remain under the Department of Management.  With the budget cuts some counties have merged the Empowerment areas, but Pottawattamie County was not affected.  New legislation requires that the governance board does not consist of any local providers; this may affect one member on the Promise Partners Board.  
Sonja Cambridge, Department of Human Services shared how budgets cuts will affect our area.  The DHS Service area will go from 16 counties to 30 counties (merging with Sioux City area).  The supervisor to case worker ratio will increase and some employees will be taking advantage of the early retirement option, but this means we will loose experience.  
Patricia shared that RFP’s are on the website and due April 15th by 4:30pm.  The Board would like someone from the community to volunteer for the reviewing committee.  Those applying for funding must prepare a project presentation to be given at the Planning Committee at the meeting on May 14th.  Funding decisions will be presented at the May 26th Board meeting.  One representative from each organization requesting funding will need to attend each of these meetings.   Decategorization dollars are also affected by the child welfare system cuts with an approximate 65% reduction in funding. 

Asset Revolution Elevator Speech:  Carol Horner, Synchronicity, shared about the revolution to inspire adults to interact with children and young people.  She distributed a handout listing ‘The What, The Why and The How’.  Carol requested that a group be formed of 4 to 5 individuals to discuss how we are going to get the word out on The Asset Revolution.
Asset Summit Discussion:  Patricia shared the contract between Synchronicity and Promise Partners will expire on June 30, 2010.  How do we as a group continue to build The Asset Revolution?  Patricia asked for volunteers to plan a conference to keep this going.  Kate Jobe, Selina Branson, Kathy Hanafan and Steve Pistillo volunteered.
Other Updates:  Randy Fontaine shared that HOPENet Ministries has received funding for a reentry program and asked if any agency would be willing to collaborate with them on this program.  Anyone interested please contact him.  
The Boys & Girls Club is sponsoring a fundraiser at Barley’s Bar and Grill on Saturday, March 27th from 3:00pm-9:00pm.  The cost is $20.00 per person and includes food, raffle and prizes.
The meeting was adjourned by Patricia Russmann at 10:23 AM.  The next Planning Committee meeting will be April 16th from 9:00-11:00 AM at the Micah House.

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant

