Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth
Planning Committee Meeting

February 19, 2010

Attendees:  Sonja Cambridge-DHS, Mallory Cox-FAMILY, Emily Davis-AEA13, Randy Fontaine-HopeNet Ministries, Christy Hagen-Trailblazers, 

Kathy Hanafan-CBCSD, Sarah Hanify-UNO Student, Amy Hoffman-FAMILY

Carol Horner-Synchronicity, Carol Johnson-AEA13, Colleen Jones-AEA13,

Jessica Simons Keller-Promise Partners, Bonnie Kerber-HopeNet Ministries,
Deb Kissel-AEA13, Mary Kramer-ISU Extension, Butch Lecuona-Community Education Foundation, Beth Morrissette-Pottawattamie County Mental Health/Substance Abuse Network, Susan Pawloski-Lutheran Family Service, Steve Pistillo-Promise Partners, Jessica Plueger-CBCSD, Tina Popsen-Pottawattamie County Conservation, Julie Rasmussen-FAMILY, Susan Roarty-Pottawattamie County JCS, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, David Seilstad-ISU Extension, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Dave Smith-Trailblazers, Kelly Towne-AEA13, Deb Weilage-FAMILY, Kris Wood-Pott County WIC, Janice Wright-FAMILY
Introductions & Announcements:  The meeting was called to order by Patricia Russmann, Director/Promise Partners at 9:06 AM.  She apologized that the agenda for this meeting was not received via email, but it is posted on the website.  
· Dave Smith-Trailblazers announced that they are hosting Stranger Danger presented by the Council Bluffs Police Department on Saturday, February 20th.  Also they are hosting a karate group that will give a presentation on Saturday, March 6th.  
· Randy Fontaine-HopeNet Ministries announced they are hosting a reentry program for women that have been released from prison.  
· Steve Pistillo-Promise Partners announced applications for Community Networking Grants are available on the Promise Partners website at www.promisepartners.info; applications are due March 5th.  
· Colleen Jones-AEA13 announced they have resumed their parenting groups.  
· Bonnie Kerber-HopeNet announced they are opening a Thrift Store in the Old Salvation Army Building.  Also, April 9th First Christian Church is sponsoring a style show including a speaker and desserts.  They are seeking community members to serve as models for this event.  They will receive a complete makeover and will get to keep the clothing they model.  More information will be available at the next meeting.  
· Kate Jobe-Children’s Square has been giving presentations to agencies in the city letting them know what Children’s Square’s Chapter 1 program has available.  
· Deb Kissel-AEA13 announced the Youth & Families Coalition is sponsoring Operation Medicine Cabinet at Hy-Vee April 17th from 9AM-12PM.  Community members can dispose of unused medications at this event.
· Carol Johnson-AEA13 announced AEA 13 & AEA14 are merging.  Dr. Lane is the new Director and as of July 1st the agency will be called Green Hills AEA.  
· Kathy Hanafan announced the Boys & Girls Club is sponsoring March Madness sports memorabilia raffle on March 27th from 3:00-9:00 PM at Barley’s.  Tickets are $20.00 to include food, drink and one raffle ticket.  Proceeds will go to the Boy’s & Girls Club for scholarships.  Flyers were distributed.  
· Deb Weilage-FAMILY announced they are partnering with Kohl’s to sponsor a Dr. Seuss Night on March 2nd at the Peterson Center.  A Dr. Seuss book and a plush stuffed animal will be given to the first 50 children attending.  Flyers were distributed.
· Jessica-Micah House distributed flyers announcing their Benefit Auction that will be held at Harrah’s Convention Center on March 13th at 6:30 PM.  Tickets are $40.00 a person or $75.00 a couple.  Call the Micah house at 712-323-4416 for tickets.  The Council Bluffs Leadership Class would like to secure a Cancun trip for this event.  Anyone interested in donating should contact Patricia Russmann at Promise Partners.  
Asset Introduction/Asset Community Mapping:  David Seilstad-ISU Extension reiterated how important it is to build assets especially in young people and how The Five Promises are wrap around supports that young people need for success in life.  The phrase we all need to keep in our minds to prompt us to action should be “every young person, every interaction, every time.”  

Communities share the same types of assets:
· The skills of a community’s residents

· Citizen Associations-vehicle through which citizens gather to solve problems or to share common interests and activities.  These associations usually have religious, cultural, athletic, recreation and other purposes, beyond which they can be stretched

· Formal institutions and businesses located in the community.  Theses are private businesses and public institutions such as schools, libraries, parks, police and fire stations, non-profits, hospitals and social service agencies

· Physical characteristics of a community, its natural and planned resources

David asked the group to do some Asset Based Mapping to identify the assets in Council Bluffs.  We are currently mobilizing building youth assets in Walnut Grove, Carter Lake, Rue, Kanesville and Thomas Jefferson High School neighborhoods.  

Below are the results of the exercise:

Walnut Grove Elementary:

· CampFire USA

· Recycling Bin donations for school

· Parent Teacher Association

· Boy Scouts

· Cobra

· Trailblazers

· Community of Christ Church (Deb Weilage helped with gloves, hats in the past)

· Family 

· Churches

· Kids & Company

· Lakin Campus Boys & Girls Club

· Church Youth Groups

· Crossroads Christian Center

· Family Nights

· Police Department

· Seldin Properties (Featherstone/Northgate)

· School itself
· Street hockey

· Old school on G

· Parks and Recreation
· Pottawattamie County Conservation

· Walking Bridge Area 

· Teammates-Jessica Plueger
· ISU Extension (sexual abuse prevention, families, other programming)

· Omni Center agencies

· Health services/CB Health Center

· West Iowa Youth Sports

· West End Optimist Club-Ed Kermode

· YMCA-Kelly Huck/Leo McIntosh

· Celebrate CB-Carol Horner

· Pre-School Teachers

· All City Orchestra & Band

· Reading Night

· 4-H

· Breastfeeding Support

· Partners for Meth Prevention

· Homework Help

· Neighbors

· Youth Volunteers

· Coaches

· Teachers

· Dance Studios

· Extended Family

· Grandparents

· Arts Council

· Gyms

· Dentists

· Doctor’s Offices

· Thrift Stores

· Centro Latino

· Grocery Stores

· Mental Health Services

· Trail System

· City Parks

· Mall 

· Sports

· Speech/Music

· First Night

· Community Theatre

· Library 

· Movie Theatre

· Safe Kids

· WIC

· Kohls Cares

· Promise Jobs

· Promise Partners-Steve Pistillo

· DHS-Sonja Cambridge

· Children’s Square-Kate Jobe & Nancy Drahota

· HopeNet-Bonnie Kerber

· Lutheran Family Services-Susan Pawloski 

· Red Cross

· Compassionate Friends

· Juvenile Justice System

· Omaha Zoo

· AEA

· West Central Development

· Chamber of Commerce

· Salvation Army

· Micah House

· Hospitals

Carter Lake Elementary:

· Carter Lake Resource Center-Michelle Badduluco

· Carter Lake Library-Ashley

· Area Churches/Youth Groups
· Boys & Girls Club

· Cobra

· Teammates-Jessica Plueger
· Family 

· Breastfeeding Support

· Campfire USA

· Partners for Meth Prevention

· Homework Help

· Neighbors

· Youth Activities/Volunteers

· Coaches

· Teachers

· Dance Studios

· Extended Family

· Grandparents

· Arts Council

· Gyms

· Dentists

· Kids & Company

· Dr.’s Offices

· Thrift Stores

· Centro Latino

· Grocery Stores

· Mental Health Services

· Parks & Recreation
· Trailblazers 

· Trail System

· City Parks

· All-City Orchestra

· Mall 

· Sports

· Speech/Music

· First Night

· Community Theatre

· Library 

· Movie Theatre

· Safe Kids

· WIC

· Kohls Cares

· Promise Jobs

· Promise Partners-Steve Pistillo 
· DHS-Sonja Cambridge

· Children’s Square-Kate Jobe & Nancy Drahota

· HopeNet-Bonnie Kerber

· Lutheran Family Services-Susan Pawloski 
· YMCA

· Red Cross

· Compassionate Friends

· Tutors

· Police Dept.

· Fire Department
· Dollar General

· QuickShop

· Carter Lake Newsletter-Kellie Parker

· Carter Lake Optimist Club-Student of the Month

· Family Parenting Groups

· Mayberry Park, Ball Fields, Skate Park

· Baptist Church-Family Life Center-Giveaways on Wednesdays
· National Honor Society

· All State Choir

· CB Youth Leadership-Krissie Plunket

· Club Volley Ball

· WIVS

· WEDC

· WIC

· Juvenile Justice System

· Pottawattamie County Conservation

· Omaha Zoo

· AEA

· West Central Development

· Chamber of Commerce

· Salvation Army

· Hospitals

· Micah House

Rue Elementary:

· Preschools Teachers

· Black Squirrel

· All City Orchestra/Band

· Reading Night

· Cobra

· CampFire USA

· Family 

· Churches

· WIVS

· WEDC

· 4-H

· Breastfeeding Support

· Partners for Meth Prevention

· Homework Help

· Neighbors

· Youth Volunteers

· Coaches

· Teachers

· Dance Studios

· Optimists

· Extended Family

· Grandparents

· Arts Council

· Gyms

· Dentists

· Kids & Company

· Dr.’s Offices

· Thrift Stores

· Centro Latino

· Grocery Stores

· Mental Health Services

· Parks & Rec

· Trailblazers 

· Trail System

· City Parks

· Mall 

· Sports

· Speech/Music

· First Night

· Community Theatre

· Library 

· Movie Theatre

· Safe Kids

· WIC

· Kohls Cares

· Promise Jobs

· Promise Partners-Steve Pistillo

· DHS-Sonja Cambridge

· Children’s Square-Kate Jobe & Nancy Drahota

· HopeNet-Bonnie Kerber

· Lutheran Family Services-Susan Pawloski 

· YMCA

· Red Cross

· Compassionate Friends

· Juvenile Justice System

· Pottawattamie County Conservation

· Omaha Zoo

· AEA

· West Central Development

· Chamber of Commerce

· Salvation Army

· Hospitals

· Micah House

Kanesville:

· 4-H

· Breastfeeding Support

· Campfire USA

· Partners for Meth Prevention

· Homework Help

· Neighbors

· Youth Volunteers

· Coaches

· Teachers

· Dance Studios

· Optimists

· Extended Family

· Grandparents

· Arts Council

· Gyms

· Dentists

· Kids & Company

· Dr.’s Offices

· Thrift Stores

· Centro Latino

· Grocery Stores

· Mental Health Services

· Parks & Rec

· Trailblazers 

· Trail System

· City Parks

· All-City Orchestra

· Mall 

· Sports

· Speech/Music

· First Night

· Community Theatre

· Library 

· Movie Theatre

· Safe Kids

· WIC

· Kohls Cares

· Promise Jobs

· Promise Partners-Steve Pistillo

· DHS-Sonja Cambridge

· Children’s Square-Kate Jobe & Nancy Drahota

· HopeNet-Bonnie Kerber

· Lutheran Family Services-Susan Pawloski 

· YMCA

· Red Cross

· Compassionate Friends

· Skate Park

· Stern Hill Park

· Hy-Vee Drug Store

· Lakin Campus

· Teen Parenting-Mary Ward

· Courthouse/Attorneys

· City Hall

· Rotary Organizations

· Service League

· Juvenile Justice System

· Pottawattamie County Conservation

· Omaha Zoo

· AEA

· West Central Development

· Chamber of Commerce

· Salvation Army

· Hospitals

· Micah House

Thomas Jefferson High School:

· 4-H

· Breastfeeding Support

· Campfire USA

· Partners for Meth Prevention

· Homework Help

· Neighbors

· Youth Volunteers

· Coaches

· Teachers

· Dance Studios

· Optimists

· Extended Family

· Grandparents

· Arts Council

· Gyms

· Dentists

· Kids & Company

· Dr.’s Offices

· Thrift Stores

· Centro Latino

· Grocery Stores

· Mental Health Services

· Parks & Rec

· Trailblazers 

· Trail System

· City Parks

· All-City Orchestra

· Mall 

· Sports

· Speech/Music

· First Night

· Community Theatre

· Library 

· Movie Theatre

· Safe Kids

· WIC

· Kohls Cares

· Promise Jobs

· Promise Partners-Steve Pistillo

· DHS-Sonja Cambridge

· Children’s Square-Kate Jobe & Nancy Drahota

· HopeNet-Bonnie Kerber

· Lutheran Family Services-Susan Pawloski 

· YMCA

· Red Cross

· Compassionate Friends

· Walgreens

· Coaches & Teachers

· Teammates-Jessica Plueger

· Hy Vee

· Youth Employers:  Dairy Queen, Burger King, McDonalds, Sonic, etc.

· National Honor Society

· All State Choir

· Teen Parenting

· Casino-Business Partner

· Social Norms

· Pottawattamie Youth Council

· PBIS Leaders

· Club Volleyball

· WEOC

· Juvenile Justice System

· Pottawattamie County Conservation

· Omaha Zoo

· AEA

· West Central Development

· Chamber of Commerce

· Salvation Army

· Hospitals

· Micah House

· AIM Institute-Nadine Baker

· Broadway strip-21st – 35th Street
Asset Revolution:  Carol Horner, Synchronicity (her company helps build assets in employees and builds leadership skills) is contracted by Promise Partners to build capacity to involve the community in developing assets in young people.  She is taking the message to the community through presentations to Service Clubs, interviewing young people and she has developed a website named Asset Revolution with information and event postings.

Community Plan for Children, Youth and Families: David Harris, Iowa West Foundation (IWF) thanked the group for the feedback he received on what this plan should include from the last meeting.  This plan may be in conjunction with a recreation/leisure plan that came about in looking at the grants Council Bluffs has received from IWF for recreational purposes, community centers, pools, library expansion, etc. Three years ago a survey and assessment was conducted in the Pottawattamie Community on needs.  Education, Neighborhood Development and Economic Development were the top three areas residents felt were most important for building a strong community.  Butch Lecuona, Director Community Education Foundation, Patricia Russmann, Director Promise Partners, Dawn Hover, CEO Pottawattamie Community Foundation, Dr. Martha Bruckner, Superintendent CBCSD and additional representative from the community have formed a group that will steer the initiative to assess priorities, inventory resources in the community, and identify the best practices to bring to our community.  This group will help guide our investment decisions and guide the work of organization in the community for resources and priorities.  The funds for this project are expected to be allocated in April.  

The meeting was adjourned by Patricia Russmann at 11:09 AM.  The next Planning Committee meeting will be March 19th from 9:00-11:00 AM at the Micah House.

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant
